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UNCLAS CAIRO 20083 

NEA/EGY PASS AMBASSADOR HILTS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OVIP, EG 

SUB J : VISIT OF HEW SECRETARY CALIF ANO 

REF: STATE 219181 

1 . MINISTER OF HEALTH BADRAN IS OUT OF EGYPT UNTIL 
SEPTEMBER 19 ON TRIP TO SAUDI ARABIA AND SOVIET UNION. 

HIS OFFICE INDICATES THAT IT WILL NOT BE FEASIBLE TO 
COMMUNICATE WITH HIM BEFORE HIS RETURN. IN HIS ABSENCE WE 
HAVE DISCUSSED PROPOSED TRIP BY HEW SECRETARY CALIF ANO 
WITH MINISTRY OF HEALTH UNDERSECRETARY FOR MINISTER'S 
OFFICE AFFAIRS DR. RAMSES GOMAA. WHO IS ALSO GOE HEALTH 
MINISTRY JOINT WORKING GROUP COORDINATOR. 

2. DR. GOMAA SAID THAT IN PRINCIPLE HE IS SURE MINISTER 
BADRAN WOULD WELCOME VISIT BY SECRETARY CALIF ANO, BUT HE 
POINTED OUT THAT PROPOSED NOVEMBER 8-12 DATES FALL 
PARTIALLY WITHIN IMPORTANT MUSLIM HOLIDAY PERIOD OF KURBAN 
BAIRAM WHEN VISITS TO MANY PROJECTS OF INTEREST WOULD NOT 
BE POSSIBLE. HE INDICATED THAT LATTER HALF OF MONTH WOULD 
BE MUCH BETTER TIMING FROM MINISTRY'S POINT OF VIEW. 

GOMAA SPECIFICALLY SUGGESTED PERIOD BEGINNING SATURDAY, 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 CAIRO 20083 301545Z 

NOVEMBER 25, AS IDEAL FOR SECRETARY'S VISIT. 

3. WE NOTE THAT PROPOSED TRIP WILL INVOLVE TRAVEL TO 
ISRAEL AND POLAND. ADVISE IF EGYPT COULD BE INCLUDED AS 
LAST, RATHER THAN FIRST, STOP. EMBASSY WOULD WELCOME 
VISIT BY SECRETARY VIRTUALLY AT HIS CONVENIENCE, BUT 
BELIEVE GOE VIEW, AS EXPRESSED BY GOMAA, SHOULD BE TAKEN 
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INTO CONSIDERATION. 

4. WE BELIEVE VISIT BY ADVANCE TEAM WOULD BE USEFUL IN 
ARRANGING DETAILS OF SECRETARY CALIFANO'S VISIT. 
MATTHEWS 
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